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“If you are not at the table, you
will probably be on the menu.”
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Michigan State CapitolMichigan State Capitol
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Four Branches of State GovernmentFour Branches of State Government
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Executive Branch (Governor)Executive Branch (Governor)

Judicial Branch (Courts)Judicial Branch (Courts)

Legislative Branch (Senate & House)Legislative Branch (Senate & House)

3

Tribal Government (Indian Tribes)Tribal Government (Indian Tribes)

Judicial BranchJudicial Branch
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The Michigan Supreme CourtThe Michigan Supreme Court

Court of AppealsCourt of Appeals

Circuit CourtCircuit Court

District CourtDistrict Court

Municipal CourtMunicipal Court

Probate CourtProbate Court
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Executive Branch
(18 State Departments)
Executive Branch
(18 State Departments)
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Agriculture and Rural DevelopmentAgriculture and Rural Development
Attorney GeneralAttorney General
Civil RightsCivil Rights
Civil Service CommissionCivil Service Commission
CorrectionsCorrections
EducationEducation
Environmental QualityEnvironmental Quality
Health and Human ServicesHealth and Human Services
Insurance and Financial Services (DIFS)Insurance and Financial Services (DIFS)
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Executive Branch (Continued)Executive Branch (Continued)
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Licensing and Regulatory AffairsLicensing and Regulatory Affairs
Military and Veterans AffairsMilitary and Veterans Affairs
Natural Resources (DNR)Natural Resources (DNR)
Secretary of StateSecretary of State
State PoliceState Police

Technology, Management and BudgetTechnology, Management and Budget
TransportationTransportation
TreasuryTreasury

18 State Departments18 State Departments

Talent and Economic DevelopmentTalent and Economic Development
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Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs
Agencies, Bureaus & Commissions (19)
 Middle Eastern American Affairs Commission
 Bureau of Community and Health Systems
 Bureau of Construction Codes (12 Divisions)
 Bureau of Corporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing
 Employment Relations Commission
 Bureau of Fire Services
 Hispanic/Latino Commission 
 Michigan Liquor Control Commission
 Marijuana Regulation
 Michigan Administrative Hearing System
 Michigan Agency for Energy 
 Michigan Asian Pacific American Affairs Commission
 Indigent Defense Commission
 Michigan Occupational Safety & Health Administration (MIOSHA)
 Michigan Office for New Americans
 Michigan Public Service Commission
 Bureau of Professional Licensing (15 Occupations)
 Bureau of Services for Blind Persons
 Workers’ Compensation Agency

Legislative Advocacy
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Bureau of Construction Codes (12 Divisions)
 Administrative Services Division
 Boiler Division
 Building Division
 Complaints Division
 Electrical Division
 Elevator Safety Division
 Licensing Division
 Mechanical Division
 Office of Administrative Services
 Office of Land Survey and Remonumentation
 Plan Review Division 
 Plumbing Division
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Bureau of Professional Licensing (15 Occupations)
 Accountancy
 Appraisal Management Company (AMCs)
 Appraisers, Real Estate
 Architects
 Barbers
 Builders, Residential
 Collection Agencies
 Cosmetology
 Engineers, Professional
 Foresters
 Hearing Aid Dealers
 Landscape Architects
 Personnel Agencies
 Real Estate Broker/Salesperson
 Surveyors, Professional
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Tribal Governments
(12 Indian Tribes)

Tribal Governments
(12 Indian Tribes)
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Bay Mills Chippewa Indian CommunityBay Mills Chippewa Indian Community
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa IndiansGrand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians
Hannahville Potawatomi Indian CommunityHannahville Potawatomi Indian Community
Huron Potawatomi-Nottawaseppi Huron Band of PotawatomiHuron Potawatomi-Nottawaseppi Huron Band of Potawatomi

Keweenaw Bay Indian CommunityKeweenaw Bay Indian Community
Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa IndiansLac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians
Little River Band of Ottawa IndiansLittle River Band of Ottawa Indians
Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa IndiansLittle Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians
Match-e-be-nash-she-wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians of MichiganMatch-e-be-nash-she-wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians of Michigan
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Pokagon Band of Potawatomi IndiansPokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians
Saginaw Chippewa Indian TribeSaginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe
Sault Ste Marie Tribe of Chippewa IndiansSault Ste Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

Legislative Branch
Bicameral Body (2 Chambers)

Legislative Branch
Bicameral Body (2 Chambers)
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The Senate - 38 MembersThe Senate - 38 Members

The House of Representatives - 110 MembersThe House of Representatives - 110 Members

 Average 238,000 People Per District
 Maximum Two Four-Year Terms (8 Years) 
 Average 238,000 People Per District
 Maximum Two Four-Year Terms (8 Years) 
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 Average 84,000 People Per District
 Maximum Three Two-Year Terms (6 Years) 
 Average 84,000 People Per District
 Maximum Three Two-Year Terms (6 Years) 

Note: Term Limits Effective In 1994

2023 - 2024 Legislature2023 - 2024 Legislature
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38 Districts
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2023 - 2024 Legislature2023 - 2024 Legislature
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110 Districts

Senate District 6 – Mary CavanaghSenate District 6 – Mary Cavanagh
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House District 17 – Laurie PohutskyHouse District 17 – Laurie Pohutsky
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LegislatorsLegislators
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CommitteesCommittees
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Example Committee Clerk Email Notice of AgendaExample Committee Clerk Email Notice of Agenda
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Introduction of LegislationIntroduction of Legislation
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1.

2.

3.

4.

Legislator request LSB to draft bill

LSB drafts bill and forwards to requesting 
legislator for comments

Legislator reviews and comments back to 
LSB for finalization

Bill then receives a number
A.
B.

Senate Bill starts at number 1
House Bill starts at number 4001

19

Leadership 
(After Bi-Annual Elections)

Leadership 
(After Bi-Annual Elections)
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Chambers
 Ruling party is determined by majority (R or D) from last elections.
 House: Majority Leader (D), Majority Floor Leader, etc…, Minority Leader 

(R), Minority Floor Leader, etc…
 Senate: Speaker (R), Majority Floor Leader, etc…, Minority      Leader (D), 

Minority Floor Leader, etc…

Standing Committees
 House (23): Agriculture, Economic Development, Judiciary, Regulatory 

Reform, etc.
 Senate (20): Civil Rights, Economic Development, Natural Resources, 

Regulatory Affairs, etc.
 Majority party in camber chairs, & vice chair committee with   Minority 

vice chair
 Varies 4 to 21 members on committees

17 18

19 20
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Senate & House Standing Committees – Partial List Senate & House Standing Committees – Partial List 
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Advocacy 
(Individual or Group)

Advocacy 
(Individual or Group)
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 Determine legislative committee that would hear/vote on legislation 
effecting group

 Determine key legislators (Committee chair, committee members, 
leadership)

 Obtain list of group members in key legislator’s district
 Attend Committee Public Hearings and give testimony (individually or 

group)
 Write/email Groups position on Legislation (Support or Oppose)
 Have members contact/develop a relationship with key legislators
 Interact with key legislators (monthly get together in district)
 Get on emailing notice list of key committees
 Get on emailing list of legislators for regular newsletters
 Interact with legislator
 Reply to “Action Alerts”

Bill ProcessBill Process
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1.
2.

Bill sent to House or Senate
Starts in House or Senate
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

Referred to one of standing committees
Committee chair calls for hearing
Committee public hearing
Reported out: move to full chamber
Leader of chamber calls for a vote
Full chamber floor vote
Passed: moves to other chambers & referred 
to one of standing committees

3. Sent to opposite House or Senate
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

Referred to one of standing committees
Committee chair calls for hearing
Committee public hearing
Reported out: move to full chamber
Leader of chamber calls for a vote
Full chamber floor vote
Passed: moves to other chambers & referred
to one of standing committees

Goes to Governor (Action: Signed or Vetoed)4.
A.

B.
C.

Signed: Public Act number given and becomes law
or
Vetoed: 2/3 of Legislators required to over turn Veto
If not signed by Governor by December 31st at end of 2nd year - bill dies.

23

Previous Legislation – Died in CmtePrevious Legislation – Died in Cmte
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Requires Bidding Plastic Pipes for Underground Utilities 

24

21 22
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Increase Fire Service Rep’s on Construction Code 
Commission & Committees

25

Passed Senate May 29, 2018 
Sent to House Cmte - Died in Cmte
Passed Senate May 29, 2018 
Sent to House Cmte - Died in CmtePrevious Legislation –Previous Legislation – Previous Legislation – Died in CmtePrevious Legislation – Died in Cmte
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Allow Design-Builder School Construction

26

Previous Legislation – Died in CmtePrevious Legislation – Died in Cmte
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Exempt Shop Drawings for Fire Alarm System … 
not require architect/engineer

27

Previous Legislation – Died in CmtePrevious Legislation – Died in Cmte
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Prohibits the use of Coal Tar Pavement

28
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Previous Legislation – Died in CmtePrevious Legislation – Died in Cmte
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Creates the Local Government Professional Service 
Act (QBS).

29

Previous Legislation – Passed House Died in Senate CmtePrevious Legislation – Passed House Died in Senate Cmte
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Install Warning Symbol on Buildings construction 
of “Lightweight Construction” 

30

Previous Legislation – Died in CmtePrevious Legislation – Died in Cmte
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Exempt “Hoop House” (Structure used for growing seasonal plants –
no foundation, no impermeable floor) from Building Code

31

Previous Legislation – Died in CmtePrevious Legislation – Died in Cmte
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Exempt Agriculture Barns with “Events” from 
Building Code Compliance

32
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Previous Legislation – Died in CmtePrevious Legislation – Died in Cmte
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Advisory Committees All Codes

33
Legislative Advocacy
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Short Term Residential Rental Properties

34

Passed House Oct 27, 2021 
Died in Senate Cmte
Passed House Oct 27, 2021 
Died in Senate CmtePrevious Legislation –Previous Legislation –

HOUSE BILL NO.  4722
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Allow Design-Builder School Construction

35

Passed House May 5, 2022 
Died in Senate Cmte
Passed House May 5, 2022 
Died in Senate CmtePrevious Legislation –Previous Legislation –

HOUSE BILL NO.  5538

Previous Legislation – Died in CmtePrevious Legislation – Died in Cmte
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Exempt “Igloo” Structures at Food Service 
Establishments from Minimum Ceiling Heights 
Required by Code.

36
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Recent Barn Usage Village of Galien, MI  - 2015 to 2018Recent Barn Usage Village of Galien, MI  - 2015 to 2018
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Department of Licensing & Regulatory Affairs
Bureau of Construction Codes
Keith E. Lambert, P.S., Director

Instructor #2183

37

Unlawful Occupancy
BCC Course #CP-18-00057

2 Hours - Specialty

Legislative Advocacy
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Harbor Banks Winery Barn – Village of Galien, MI.Harbor Banks Winery Barn – Village of Galien, MI.

39

Harbor Banks Winery Barn – Village of Galien, MI.Harbor Banks Winery Barn – Village of Galien, MI.
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• Original building dates back to late 1800’s
• June 2016 Village requests states assistance for Plan review & inspections
• July 2016 Stop Work Order issued (no drawings or permits)
• October 2016 Village concerned with “safety” weddings in progress
• January 2017 – 19 Building Code and 6 Plumbing Code violations
• March 2017 – 36 Plan review comments
• June 2017 – Wedding attendee concerned about safety & welfare
• July 2017 – 15 Building Code and 2 Plumbing Code violations
• Concerns 30 weddings scheduled 2017 & 2018
• September 2017 State issues Order to Stop Construction & Cease 

Operations
• Note: Owner/Contractors never obtained permits
• October 2017 Judge issues Temporary Restraining Order
• October 7, 2017 Inspector documents Wedding in Building
• November 2017 Owner cancelled all events
• February 12, 2018 Judge entered and Order Granting Permanent Injunction

35

Electronic Seal & Signatures

Occupations: waive fees ..served in Armed Forces 
(Honorable Discharge)

Building Officials/Inspectors/Plan Reviewers –
Commission may revoke or suspend the registration 
… if sufficient evidence showing individual has 
violated this act.

Rule Change: Architects Seal w/ All 10 Digits May 4, 
2018    (Not 5)

Recently Passed LegislationRecently Passed Legislation

Legislative Advocacy
Benedetto Tiseo, FAIA, NCARB

•

•

•

40

•
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Sign & 10-Digit Architects & Professional Engineers General RulesSign & 10-Digit Architects & Professional Engineers General Rules
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New Old

Architects SealArchitects Seal
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Recently Passed Legislation 2017Recently Passed Legislation 2017
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Benedetto Tiseo, FAIA, NCARB

SB: 963 (P.A. 407)
New Skilled Trades Statute; All trades licensed 
by BCC in one statue like Occupational Code.

43
Legislative Advocacy
Benedetto Tiseo, FAIA, NCARB 44

Recently Passed Legislation 2018Recently Passed Legislation 2018

HB: 5955 (P.A. 493)
Local Government Shall not Impose Additional Licensing 
Requirements unless Has Licensing Requirements

41 42

43 44
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Recently Passed Legislation 2018Recently Passed Legislation 2018
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SB: 465 (P.A. 367)
Construction Lien Act 
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Recently Passed Legislation 2018Recently Passed Legislation 2018
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SB: 309 (P.A. 170) 
Condominium survey plans signed only by LPS

47

Recently Passed Legislation 2019Recently Passed Legislation 2019
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SB: 47 (P.A. 116) 
Exempt Solar Panels From Property Tax Assessment

48

Recently Passed Legislation 2020Recently Passed Legislation 2020

Legislative Advocacy
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SB: 54 (P.A. 343) 
Reinstates Partial Historic Preservation Tax Credits

45 46

47 48
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Expected Future LegislationExpected Future Legislation
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• LLC – Change to require listing all members

Proposed: Article 20, Section 2011 (2) Exemptions: 
Increase Public Works Exemption from $15,000 to 
$75,000

•

49

Michigan CodesMichigan Codes
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2015 Michigan Building Code2015 Michigan Building Code
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2015 Michigan Building Code2015 Michigan Building Code

Legislative Advocacy
Benedetto Tiseo, FAIA, NCARB 52
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2015 Michigan Building Code2015 Michigan Building Code
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2015 Michigan Residential Code2015 Michigan Residential Code
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Occupational Code (Excerpt)Occupational Code (Excerpt)

55

Occupational Code (Excerpt)Occupational Code (Excerpt)
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339.2001 Definitions.
Sec. 2001. As uses in this article:

(d) “Person in responsible charge” means a 
person licensed under this article who determines 
technical questions of design and policy; advises 
the client; supervises and is responsible charge of 
the work of subordinates; is the person whose 
professional skill and judgment are embodied in 
the plans, designs, plats, surveys and advice 
involved in the services; and who supervises the 
review of material and completes phases of 
construction.

56
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339.207 Seal; signature. 
Sec. 2007. (1) When he or she is licensed, a licensee shall obtain or adopt a seal, in 

a form authorized by “licensed professional engineer”, or “licensed professional 
surveyor”. However, a seal that exist on September 1, 1992 and bears the legend 
“registered architect”, “registered professional engineer”, “registered land surveyor”, 
or “licensed land surveyor” is acceptable if a seal is required understate law. 

(2) A licensee shall apply his or her seal and signature to a plan, specification, plat 
or report that is issued by the licensee and filled with a public authority. If the license 
of the licensee named on a document has expired or is suspended or revoked, a person 
shall not apply the licensee’s seal or signature to the document unless the license is 
renewed, reinstated or reissued.

(3) As used in this section and section 2008: 
(a) “Electronic seal” means a seal created by electronic or optical means and 

affixed electronically to a document or electronic document with intent to sign the 
document.

(b) “Electronic Signature means a signature created by electronic or optical means 
and affixed electronically to a document or electronic document with intent to sign the 
document. 

(c) “Seal” includes and electronic signature.
(d) “Signature” includes an electronic signature. 
History: 1980, Act 299, Imd. Eff. Oct. 21, 1980; - Am. 1992, Act 103, Eff. Sept. 1, 

1992; - Am. 2013, Act 178, Eff. Feb. 25, 2014
Popular name: Act 299    

57

Occupational Code (Excerpt)Occupational Code (Excerpt)
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339.2008 Sealing documents requiring governmental agency approval or record; 
projects involving overlapping of architecture and engineering professions; 
sealing documents not prepared by licensee prohibited.

Sec. 2008. (1) A plan, plat, drawing, map and title sheet of specifications, an 
addendum, bulletin, or report or, if a bound copy is submitted to a governmental 
agency for approval or record, shall carry the embossed, printed or electronic seal of 
the person in responsible charge.

(2) If overlapping of the professions of architecture and engineering is involved in a 
project, a licensed architect or licensed professional engineer who seals the plans, 
drawings, specifications, and reports may perform services in the field of the other 
practice if the services are incidental to the architectural or engineering project as a 
whole. 

(3) A license shall not seal a plan, drawing, map, plat, report, specification, or other 
document that is not prepared by the licensee or under the supervision of the licensee 
as the person in responsible charge. 

History: 1980, Act 299, Imd. Eff. Oct. 21, 1980;- Am. 2013, Act 178, Eff. Feb. 25, 
2014.

Popular name: Act 299
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Occupational Code (Excerpt)Occupational Code (Excerpt)
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339.2011 Construction of public work involving architecture or 
professional engineering; requirements; exception. 

Sec. 2011 (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2), the state 
or county, city, township, village, school district or other political 
subdivision of this state shall not engage in the construction of public 
work involving the practice of architecture or professional engineering 
unless all of the following requirements are met:

(a) The plans and specifications and estimates have been prepared by a 
licensed architect or licensed professional engineer.

(b) The review of the materials used and completed phases of 
construction is made under the direct supervision of a licensed architect or 
licensed professional engineer. 

(c) Each survey of land on which the public work has been or is to be 
constructed is made under the supervision of a licensed professional 
surveyor. 

(2) This section does not apply to a public work for which the 
contemplated expenditure for the completed project is less than $15000.00

59

Occupational Code (Excerpt)Occupational Code (Excerpt)
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339.2012 Persons exempted.
Sec. 2012. (1) The following persons are exempt from the requirements of this article: 
(a) A professional engineer employed by a railroad or other interstate corporation, whose 

employment and practice is confined to the property of the corporation. 
(b) A designer of a manufactured product, if the manufacturer of the product assumes 

responsibility for the quality of the product. 
(c) An owner doing architectural, engineering, or surveying work upon or in connection with 

the construction of a building on the owner’s property for the owner’s own use to which
employees and the public are not generally to have access. 

(d) A person not licensed under this article who is planning, designing, or directing the 
construction of a detached 1-and 2-family residence building not exceeding 3,500 square feet in 
calculated floor area. For purpose of this subdivision, detached 1-and 2- family residence 
building does not include an adult foster care home licensed under the adult foster care facility 
licensing act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 400.737. 

(e) A person who is licensed to engage in the practice of architecture, professional 
engineering, or professional surveying in another state while temporarily in this state a proposal 
for services. 

(2) As used in this section: 
(a) “Calculated floor area” means that portion of the total gross area measured to the outside 

surfaces of exterior walls intended to be habitable space. 
(b) “Habitable space” means space in a building used for living, sleeping, eating, or cooking. 

Habitable space does not include a heater or utility room, a crawl space, a basement an attic, a 
garage, an open porch, a balcony, terrace, a court, a deck, a bathroom, a toilet room, a closet, a 
hallway, a storage space, and other similar spaces not used for living, sleeping, eating, or 
cooking.  

60
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339.2014 Prohibited conduct; penalties.
Sec. 2014. A person is subject to the penalties set forth in article 6 who 

commits 1 of the following: 
(a) Uses the term “architect”, “professional engineer”, “land surveyor” , or a 

similar term in connection with the person’s name unless the person is licensed 
in the appropriate practice under this article. 
(b) Presents or attempts to use as  the person’s own the license or seal of 

another.
(c) Attempts to use an expired, suspended, or revoked license.
(d) Uses the words “architecture”, “professional engineering”, “land 

surveying”, “professional surveying”, or a similar term in a firm name without 
authorization by the appropriate board. 
(e) Submits to a public official of this state or a political subdivision of this 

state for approval, a permit or a plan for filing as a public record, a 
specification, a report, or a land survey that does not bear 1 or more seals of a 
license as required by this article. This subdivision does not apply to a public 
work costing less than $15,000.00 or a residential building containing not 
more than 3,500 square feet of calculated floor area. As used in this 
subdivision, “calculated floor area” means that term as defined in section 
2012(2)(a).  

61
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Old Political AdageOld Political Adage

“If you are not at the table, you
will probably be on the menu.”

May 8, 2023
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